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1648 in their sleeves at these nasty Levellers and their remonstrances ? Yea, and when time serves, will kick them off both together ; and his own reason must needs prompt him to shield that sacred head, without which there can be no ease, health, nor safety to the members/'1 But Oliver had no dreams of an oligarchy dominated by himself, with a king as a sort of Doge of Venice. For him the matter was narrowed down to the immediate problem of Charles. What was to be done with this troubler of the peace, who, as long as he lived, made impossible the building of Jerusalem ? He had in his bones a love of tradition and a respect for legalities, and he had also the slow prudence of his race. He had delayed returning to London, when he could have handed over the army of the north to Lambert, that he might remain detached from minor controversies and have peace to think. He was a merciful man, who would never seek vengeance on a fallen enemy. He realized the strength of English royalism, and the breach which the king's death would make between army and country. He saw the folly of making a martyr out of a bungler. He had been a reluctant convert to Ireton's " Remonstrance," for he saw where it would lead, and at Pontefract he had been labouring in a bog of constitutional dogmas which he could not reconcile. These he presently relinquished, and thought rather of the personality of Charles. Here was one against whom the Lord had witnessed; here at any rate was a plain rock of offence which must be removed. This man, who for nine months had slept bare, and now tossed " in one of the king's rich beds at Whitehall," began to move towards the conclusion that so long as the king lived there could be no peace in Israel.

It was a tardy and painful transformation, for it meant that one who had been a monarchist and had despised republican whimsies had to found his case openly on what he disliked. Even Ireton's logic did not wholly persuade him, though Ireton's energy in the cause to which he had been converted had its effect upon his slower and profounder mind. One thing he shared with

1 Marchamont Needham in Mercurius Pragmaticus, Deo. 19-26, 1648 (Th.).